
V 

+ 



United States Bstent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FDR PATENTS 
P.O. Bo* 1450 

Alexandria. Vagina 2231M450 
www.ospto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/490,336 



01/24/2000 



JefTry Jovan Philyaw 



PHLY-24.896 



7014 



25883 



7590 



08/27/2003 



HOWISON & ARNOTT, L.L.P 
P.O. BOX 741715 
DALLAS, TX 75374-1715 



EXAMINER 



NGUYEN, THANH T 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2143 

DATE MAILED: 08/27/2003 



if 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 



09/490,336 
Examiner 



rAj>pficant(s) 

n/ Examiner I , 

"msmsssssm 



4a ) Of the at»ve claim® 

8)Q Claim(s) d * 

A ppHcaf.on Papers ^ ^^r. to by lhe Examiner 

qaH The specification is objeciea accepted or b )U J 1 85(a) . 

--^==2=Sr-s==s= 

s^^s-j^i 

. see lb. anaobec «•*< «* p[l0(tls u „ae, M 

^NoticeofReferencesCitec.^ 6)Q ^ • 

3) b ^ ation D,s !!!l__ ^ 



Part of Paper No. 



P TO-326(Rev 04*1) 



Office Action Summary 



Page 2 



Art Unit: 2143 




| x UNTTED^TES 



UNITED 



STATES 



PArEKTANO-mAre^ 023. 



Detailed Office Action 



• in response to the appbcauon 09/49 
L This action is in tespon 

• 198 have been examined. 

2 c,1,msl 



having ordinary ven tion was made. 

manner in v*«* the in ^ et al) 

,. r l0 3(a)asbeing unpatentable ove 

, • , i 2S are rejected under 35 U.^- chiu) U.S. 

5 . claims 1-28 ar < Q7877 3inviewofChiuetaU^ 

, t7 MJS Patents. 5,978,773 
(hereinafter Hudetz)US.^ 

»tW of obtaining 
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product information regarding a product, comprising the steps of: 

disposing a first computer of a user on a network (Abstract, col.l, lines 20-55); 
connecting an input device to the first computer to provide a user interface to the first 

displayed indicia containing a product ID; (col.6, lines 8-55, col.5, lines 13-34, and col,0, lines 
3-27); 

acting a second computer disposed on .he network in response to the user sensing the 
indicia of the product with the input device (co,.3, iines 16-57, c„U2, lines U-67, co,.6, iines 8- 
33 col.7, lines 2-28, col.8, linesl2-20); 

' performing a iooicup operation at the second computer to match the product ID with routing 
information of each of a pluraiity of vendor servers disposed on the network, the vendor server, 
having unique product-reiated information of the product (co,8, .ines .2-67, and col.9, iines ,- 

returning the routing information of the vendor severs from the second computer to the first 
computer in order to access the vendor server (col.8, lines 11 -63); and 

accessing the vendor server in accordance with the routing information to return the product- 
related information to the firs, computer for simultaneous presentation to the user (col. 1, lines 
21-63, and col.8, lines 29-67). 

Hudeu does not teach sensing positional data of an external surface tha, is related to an optical 

surface. However, Chiu teaches an externa, .rface that is related to an optica, indicator on a 
user display to indicate the relative position of the input device to the external surface (col. 15, 
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line 65 to col. 16, line 15, col l, lines 39-50 and col. 2, lines 16-43). It would have been obvious 
t0 0 „e of ordinary skill in the Data Processing art a. the time of the invention to combine the 

in a communication system because i, would have an efficient system that can provide spec.fic 
functions that dependent upon externa, conditions for its specific nature or interconnected w..h 

something else. 

7 As ,„ claim 2, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the step of accessing the 
vendor servers includes respectively accessing a distributor node of the input device, an 
advertiser node, and an E-commerce node (col.,2, lines ,0-60, and col>3, lines 5-5.). 

8. As to claim 3, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the input device can 
sense information stored in magnetic medium (co..6, lines r-25, and col. .2, .ines .-55). 

9. As to Cairn 4, Hudetz teaches the invention as Calmed, wherein the step of accessing the 
Vendor server further comprises the steps of, 

returning the product information of the product respective., from an advertiser node, 
distributor information of a distributor of the input device from a distributor node, and 
E-commerce information from an E-commerce node (co, 8, lines ,1-20, and co„, .ines 24-37), 

and 

framing sepamtely the distributor information, product information, and E-commerce 
information in a browser window of the firs, computer for presentation totbe user (co... ., lines 
1-8 col.8, lines 29-63, and col.9, lines 5-13). 

',„. As to Cairn 5, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein in response to receiving 
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scanned indicia and positional data from the input device, a software interface running on the 
first computer converts the received indicia data and generates the routing information for 
transmission to the second computer (col.ll, lines 20-60). 

U . As to claim 6, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the routing information 
includes an input device ID and a network address of the second computer (col. 5, lines 13-34). 

12. As to claim 7, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the user enables reading 
of the indicia, in the step of connecting, by first depressing one or more buttons on the input 
device (col.3, lines 45-57, and col.3, lines 4-15). 

13. As to claim 8, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein a software interface 
running on the first computer is operable to automatically detect reading of the product indicia 
by the input device and detect positional data (col.3, lines 24-67, and colli, line 62 to col. 12, 
line 9). 

14. As to claim 9, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the input device and a 
software interface running on the first computer perform a handshake operation using a unique 
input device ID stored in the input device prior to enabling operation of one or more operating 
modes of the input device (col.5, line 13-34, and col.8, lines 29-46). 

15. As to claim 10, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, including an architecture 
for obtaining product information of a product-related, comprising: 

a first computer of a user disposed on a network (Abstract, col.l, lines 20-55); 
an input device connected to said first computer to provide a user interface to said first 
computer, wherein said input device can sense positional data of optical indicia of the product, 
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lines 3-27); . 
a seconder disposed on ***** ^ «- * -ponse ,0 said user sens,n g 

lines 8-33, col.7, lines 2-28, col.8, linesl2-20); 
col.9, lines 1-5); 

t0 said firs, confer in order ro access said vendor server(col8, Hnes 1 .-63); 
(col 1, lines 21-63, and col.8, lines 29-67). 

I ^ ta «-^p^*------■*- ,l - ,,,,,-,4 ' , " ,,- 

li „ e65to co,,6,Une 15 ,con,n„es3, 5 0andco,,, 1 i„es 1 6.43, It won 1 dhave b eeno l ,v,ous 
toone of ordinal in .HeDataProcessinsar, at th e t i m eo ft he invent «o combined 
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Page 



nQ/490 336 

something else- ion as clam**, ^ e , an 

. u Hudetz teaches tnc mput de vi 
16 As to claim U, »> istributo r node 0 

s - ls operabletes P ectWelVtoacce S s l3 , Unes 5-50- 

vendor servers » op lines 10-60, ^ 

^nE-commercenodev §ald mp utae 

j „ ai d E-commerce mi foes 2 9-&3, 

formation, and sa^d >eS ^co 

for presentation to said u 

, ^.rans™*' 0 " 40 *" ^ 

M .M»*" 15 -*. . roanian e W oAaddressofsa 
information'" 0 ' 110 



Page 8 

Application/Control Number: 09/490,336 
Art Unit: 2143 

2,. As ,o claim 16, Hudetz teaches the invention as Caimed, wherein said user enables 
reading of said indicia by firs, depressing one or more buttons on said input devico (coU, iines 

45-57, and col.3, lines 4-15). 

22 As to claim 17, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein a software interface 
ro „m„ g on said firs, computer is operable to automatically detect reading of said product indicia 
by said input device and detect positional data (coU, lines 24-67, and col.U, line 62 to col. 12, 
line 9). 

23. As to claim 18, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said input device and a 
software interface running on said firs, computer perform a handshake operation using a unique 
U, P u, device ID stored in said inpu, device prior ,„ enabling opera,ion of one or more operating 
modes of said input device (col.5, line 13-34, and col.8, lines 29-46). 

24. As to claim 19, Hudetz teaches the invention as claimed, including a method for 
connecting two locations on a network utilizing a pointing device « the firs, location 
interconnected to a user's computer at the firs, Nation, comprising the steps of: 

providing both positional and optical scanning capabilities in the pointing device (col.ll, 
lines 1-61, col.10, lines 3-54, and col.2, lines 1-25 ); 

scanning the pointing device with the optica, scanning capability thereof over an encoded 
optica, code, encoded with information representative of a location on the network of a second 
nation, while operating a firs, program on the user computer which utilizes the positional 
capabilities of ,he pointing device;M.6, lines 5-65, co„, iines ,0-67, and co„2, lines 5-55); 

™„i„g a second program in ,he user's computer (co, 2, lines 5-65 and col.8, hnes 1-65); 
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